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Union Calendar No. 80
100TH CONGRESS
lST SESSION

H• J• RES • 90
[Report No. 100-121]

To authorize and request the President to call a White House Conference on
Library and Information Services to be held not later than 1989, and for
other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
JANUARY 21, 1987
Mr. FORD of Michigan introduced the following joint resolution; which was
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor
JUNE 2, 1987
Additional sponsors: Mr. HAMMERSCHMIDT, Mr. MF'uME, Mr. BOUCHER, Mr.
WEBER, Mr. SPENCE, Mr. RAVENEL, Mr. DERRICK, Mr. ST GERMAIN, Mr.
FAWELL, Mrs. MORELLA, Mr. HAYES of Illinois, Miss SCHNEIDER, Mr.
WORTLEY, Mr. SABO, Mr. KASTENMEIER, Mr. PORTER, Mr. ANTHONY, Mr.
PERKINS, Mr. GRAY of Illinois, Mr. WILSON, Mr. KosTMAYER, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. LELAND, Mr. LEVIN of Michigan, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr. WOLF,
Mr. ROE, Mr. BONER of Tennessee, Mr. HEFNER, Mr. ROBINSON, Mr.
SMITH of Florida, Mr. DOWDY of Mississippi, Mr. JONES of North Carolina,
Mr. CLAY, Mr. SOLARZ, Mr. 0BERSTAR, Mr. DINGELL, Mr. LANCASTER,
Mr. LAFALCE, Mr. ATKINS, Mr. NIELSON of Utah, Mr. CONTE, Mr. YOUNG
of Alaska, Mr. MANTON, Mr. SCHEUER, Mr. TOWNS, Mr. KILDEE, Ms.
0AKAR, Mr. HORTON, Mr. FROST, Mr. DYSON, Mr. DELLUMS, Mr.
DOWNEY of New York, Mr. TRAXLER, Mr. GUNDERSON, Mr. TRAFICANT,
Mr. MOAKLEY, Mr. FAZIO, Mr. FUSTER, Mr. SUNIA, Mr. DE LA GARZA,
Mr. OWENS of New York, Mr. WELDON, Mr. DWYER of New Jersey, Mr.
STUDDS, Mr. FASCELL, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. MRAZEK, Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr.
STANGELAND, Mr. JONTZ, Mr. PENNY, Mr. GARCIA, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
FrsH, Mr. RAHALL, Mr. STRATTON, Mr. BIAGGI, Mr. ROTH, Mr. McMILLEN of Maryland, Mr. SHAW, Mr. FLORIO, Mr. WEISS, Mr. MOLLOHAN, Mr.
KEMP, Mr. OWENS of Utah, Mr. GRANT, Mr. SPRATT, Mr. HOWARD, Mr.
DrnGuARDI, Mr. BEVILL, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. PICKETT, Mr.
TALLON, Mr. FRANK, Mrs. BENTLEY, Mr. BROWN of California, Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr. SWIFT, Mr. CLARKE, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. LOTT, Mr.
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KOLTER, Mrs. BYRON, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. VENTO, Mr. FRENZEL, Mr.
CoLEMAN of Missouri, Mr. MARTIN of New York, Mr. YATRON, Mrs. PATTERSON, Mr. MA.zzOLI, Mr. HOCHBRUECKNER, Mr. PRICE of Illinois, Mr.
., .. RmGE, Mr. BEREUTER, Mr. CHAPPELL, Mr. JACOBS, Mr. COURTER, Ms.
SLAUGHTER of New York, Mr. GEKAS, Mr. HOYER, Mr. EVANS, Mr. FooLIETTA, Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. STA~ERS, Mr. LEmiAN of Florida, Mr. RowLAND of Georgia, Mr. GOODLING; Mr. GINGRICH, ·Mr. BRUCE, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. BARNARD, Mr. HASTERT, Mr. RODINO, Mr. LlvINGSTON, Mr.
MACKAY, Mr. CALLAHAN, Mr. TAYLOR,. Mr. GEJDENSON, Mr. BALLENGER, Mr. ROWLAND of Connecticut, Mr. GRANDY, Mr. CLINGER, Mr.
·RINALDO, Mr. LEACH of Iowa, Mr. SAWYER, Mr. RICHARDSON, Mr. HALL
of Texas, Mr. VISCLOSKY, Mr. COELHO", Mr. MONTGOMERY, Mr. Humms, '.·
Mr. GALLO, Mr. SIKORSKI, Mr. GREEN, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SHUSTER, Mrs.
RoUKEMA, Mr. BORSKI, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. MORRISON of Connecticut, Mr.
PETRI, Mr. DYMALLY, Mrs. KENNELLY, Mr. DUBBIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. ·
CROCKETT, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. McHuGH, Mr. SWINDALL, Mr. MADIGAN,
Mr. DE LUGO, Mr. PuRsELL, Mr. WISE, and Mr. PRICE of North Carolina

JUNE 2, 1987
Reported with amendments, committed to the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union, and ordered to be printed
[Omit the part struck through and insert the part printed in italic]

JOINT RESOLUTION.
To authorize and request the President to call a White House
Conference on Library and Information Services to be held
not later than 1989, and for other purposes.
Whereas access to information and ideas is indispensable to the
development of human potential, the advancement o~ civilization, and the continuance of enlightened self-gove1:Ilfilent;
Whereas the preservation and the dissemination of information
and ideas are the primary purpose and function of the library and information services;
Whereas the economic vitality of- the United States in' a global
economy and the productivity . of the work fo:rce _of the
Nation rest on access to information in the postindustrial information age;
eHJ 90 RH
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Whereas the White House Conference on Library and Information Services of 1979 began a process in which a broadly
representative group of citizens made recommendations that
have improved the library and information services of the
Nation, and sparked the Nation's interest in the crucial role
of library and information services at home and abroad;
Whereas library and information service is essential to a learning society;
Whereas social, demographic, and economic shifts of the past
decade have intensified the rate of change and require that
Americans of all age groups develop and sustain literacy
and other lifelong learning habits;
Whereas expanding technological developments offer unprecedented opportunities for application to teaching and learning
and to new means to provide access to library and information services;
Whereas the growth and augmentation of the Nation's library
and information services are essential if all Americans, without regard to race, ethnic background, or geographic location are to have reasonable access to adequate information
and lifelong learning;
Whereas the future of our society depends on developing the
learning potential inherent in all children and youth, especially literary, reading, research, and retrieval skills;
Whereas rapidly developing technology offers a potential for enabling libraries and information services to serve the public
more fully; and
Whereas emerging satellite communication networks and other
technologies offer unparalleled opportunity for access to
education opportunities to all parts of the world, and to indi-
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viduals who are homebound, handicapped, or incarcerated:·
Now, therefore, be it
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives

1

2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. PRESIDENT TO CALL CONFERENCE IN 1989.

5 feFeHee

eH

Li:hFeey ttH:ft InfeFHuttieH Se:ffiees te he Delft Bet

6 lttteF thftft 1Q8Q.

The President is authorized to call and conduct a White

7

8 House Conference on Library and Information Services to
9 be held not earlier than September 1, , 1989, and not later

10 than September 30, 1991.

11 SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF CONFERENCE.
(a) PuRPOSE.-The purpose of the White House Con-

12

13 ference on Library and Information Services shall be to de-

14 velop recommendations for the further improvement of the
15 library and information services of the Nation and their use

16 by the public, in accordance with the findings set forth in the
17 preamble to this joint resolution.
18

(b)

CoMPOSITION.-The Conference shall be composed

19 of20

(1) representatives· of professional library and in-

21

formation personnel and individuals who support or fur-

22

nish volunteer services to · libraries and information

23

services centers, from all age groups . and walks of life,

24

and members of the general public;
eHJ
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(2) representatives of local, statewide, regional,

2

and national institutions, agencies, organizations, and

3

associations which provide library and information

4

services to the public;

5

(3) representatives of educational institutions,

6

agencies, organizations, and associations (including pro-

7

fessional and scholarly associations for the advance-

8

ment of education and research);

9

(4) individuals with special knowledge of, and spe-

10

cial competence in, technology as it may be used for

11

the improvement of library and information sel'Vlces;

12

and

13

(5) representatives of Federal, State, and local

14

governments.

15

(c)

DISTRIBUTION OF

p ARTICIPANTS.-In carrying out

16 subsection (a)17

18

(1) one-fourth of the participants shall be selected

from the library and information profession,

19

(2) one-fourth of the participants shall be selected

20

from among individuals who are currently active li-

21

brary and information supporters, including trustees

22

and friends groups,

23

(3) one-fourth shall be selected from among indi-

24

viduals who are Federal, State, or local government

25

officials, and

eHJ 90 RH
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(4) one-fourth shall ·he, .selected from the general,

2

public.

3

(d) STATE PARTICIPATION OPTIONAL.·-·State and ter-

4 ritorial delegates and alternates to the national conference
5 may participate in the respective -State or territorial
6 conference.

7 SEC. 3. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.
8

(a) DIRECTION

BY

CoMMISSION.-The Conference

9 shall be planned and conducted under the direction of the
10 National Commission on Libraries and Information Science.
11

(b) COMMISSION FuNCTIONS.-In carrying out this

12 joint resolution, the Commission shall-

13

(1) when appropriate, request the cooperation and

14

assistance of other Federal departments and agencies

15

in order to carry out its responsibilities;

16

(2) make technical and financial assistance (by

17

grant, contract, or otherwise) available to the States to

18

enable them to organize and conduct conferences and

19

· other meetings in order to prepare for the Conference;

20

(3) prepare and make available background mate-

21

.·. rials for the use of delegates to the Conference and as-

22

sociated State conferences, and prepare and distribute

23

such reports of the Conference and.· associated State

24

conferences as may be appropriate; and.

eHJ 90 RH
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(4) conduct fiscal oversight activities with respect

2

to the preparation for and the convening of the Confer-

3

ence including contracting for the services of an audit

4

firm.

5

(c) FEDERAL AGENCY COOPERATION

AND

AssIST-

6 ANCE.-(1) Each Federal department and agency, including
7 the national libraries, shall cooperate with, and provide as8 sistance to the Commission upon its request under clause (1)
9 of subsection (b). For that purpose, each Federal department
10 and agency is authorized and encouraged to provide person11 nel to the Commission.
12

(2) The Librarian of Congress, the Director of the Na-

13 tional Library of Medicine, and the Director of the National
14 Agricultural Library are authorized to detail personnel to the
15 Commission, upon request, to enable the Commission to
16 carry out its functions under this joint resolution.
17

(d) PERSONNEL.-In carrying out the provisions of this

18 joint resolution, the Commission is authorized to engage such
19 personnel as may be necessary to assist the Commission and
20 the Advisory Committee, without regard for the provisions of
21 title 5, United States Code, governing appointments in the
22 competitive service, and without regard to chapter 51, and
23 subchapter ill of chapter 53 of such title relating to classifi24 cation and General Schedule pay rates.

eHJ 90 RH
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(e) EXPENSEs.-Members of the .Conference may,

2 while away from their homes or regular places ,of business
. 3 ai;id attending the Conference, be allowed travel expenses,
4 including per diem in lieu of subsistence, as. may: be allowed
5 . under section 5703 of title 5, United States Code,Jor persons
, 6 serving without pay. Such expenses may.be paid by way of
7 advances, reimbursement, or in. installments as. the Commis8 sion may determine.
9 .SEC. 4. REPORTS.

10

(a) SUBMISSION TO PRESIDENT; TRANSMITTAL ·TO

11 CoNGRESS.-A final report of the Conference, containing

12 such findings and recommendations as may be made by the

13 Conference, shall be submitt~d to the President not later than
J4 120 days following the close of the Conference. The final

15 report shall be made public and, within 90 days after its re-

16 ceipt by the President, transmitted to the Congress together
17 with a statement of the President containing 'the recommen-

18 dations of the President with respect to such report .
.. 19

(b) PuBLICATION .AND DISTRIBUTION.-·The-~ Commis-

. 20 sion is authorized to publish and distribute for the Conference
21 the .reports authorized under this .joint resolution. Copies of
22 all such reports shall be provided to the depository '.libraries.

23 SEC. 5. ADVISORY COMMITTEE!

24

(a) CoMPOSITION.-There .1s established an advisory

25 committee of the Conference composed of-

eHJ 90 RH
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(1) eight individuals designated by the Chairman

1

2

of the Commission;

3

(2) five individuals designated by the Speaker of

4

the House of Representatives with not more than three

5

being Members of the House of Representatives;

6

(3) five individuals designated by the President

7

pro tempore of the Senate with not more than three

8

being Members of the Senate;

9

(4) ten individuals appointed by the President;

10

(5) the Secretary of Education; and

11

(6) the Librarian of Congress.

12 The President, the President pro tempore of the Senate, the

13 Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Chairman
14 of the Commission shall, after consultation, assure that mem15 hers of the Advisory Committee are broadly representative of
16 all areas of the United States.
17

(b) FuNcTION.-The advisory committee shall assist

18 and advise the Commission in planning and conducting the

19 Conference.
20

(c) ADMINISTRATION-.-(1) The Chairman of the Com-

21 mission shall serve as Vice Chairman of the Advisory Com-

22 mittee. The Advisory Committee shall elect the Chair of the

23 Advisory Committee from among its members, who are not
24 full-time Federal employees. The Advisory Committee shall
25 select the Chair of the Conference.

eHJ 90 RH
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· (2) The Chairman of the Advisory Committee is author-

2 ized to establish, prescribe functions for; and appoint mem3 hers to, such advisory and technical committees and· staff as
4 may be necessary to assist and advise the Conference in car5 rying out its functions.
6

(d) CoMPENSATION.-Members of any committee es-

7. tablished under this section who are not regular full-time offi8 cers or employees of the United States shall, while attending
9 to the business of the Conference, be entitled to receive com10 pensation therefor at a rate fixed by the President but not
11 exceeding the rate of pay specified at the time of such service
12 .. for grade GS-18 in section 5332 of title. 5, United States
13 . Code, including traveltime. Such members, may, while away
14 from their homes or regular places of business, be allowed
15 travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, as
16 may be authorized under section 5703 of title 5, United
17 States Code, for persons in the Government service em18 ployed intermittently.

19 SEC. 6. GIFTS AND TITLE TO CERTAIN PROPERTY.
20

(a) G:1FTS.-The Commission shall have authority to

21 accept, on behalf of the Conference, in the name of the
22 United States, grants, gifts, or bequests of money for immedi23 ate disbursement by the Commission in furtherance of the
24 Conference. Such grants, gifts, or bequests offered the Com25 mission, shall be paid by the donor or his represe:p.tative into

eHJ 90 RH
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1 the Treasury of the United States, whose receipts shall enter
2 such grants, gifts, and bequests in a special account to the

3 credit of the Commission for the purposes of this joint
4 resolution.

5

(b) REVERSION OF CERTAIN EQUIPMENT AND MATE-

6 RIAL.-Materials and equipment acquired by the White
7 House Conference shall revert to the National Conference on
8 Libraries and Information Science after the close of the
9 White House Conference.
10 SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS.

11

For the purpose of this joint resolution-

12
13

(1) the term "Commission" means the National
Commission on Libraries and Information Science;

14

(2) the term "Conference" means White House

15

Conference on Library and Information Services; and

16

(3) the term "State" includes the District of Co-

17

lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam,

18

American Samoa, the Virgin Islands, the Trust Terri-

19

tory of the Pacific Islands, and American Indian

20

Tribes.

21 SEC. 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

22

There are authorized to be appropriated without fiscal

23 year limitations such sums as may be necessary to carry out

24 this joint resolution. Such sums shall remain available for ob25 ligation until expended.

eHJ 90 RH
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Amend the title so as to read: "A joint resolution to
.authorize and request the President to. call and cond:uct a
White ~ouse Conference on Library and Information Services to be held not earlier than September 1, 1989, and not
later than September 30, 1991, and for other ptirposes.".
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